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  BORONIA  PARK  PUBLIC SCHOOL

LEARNING SUPPORT TEAM (LST) POLICY
The Learning Support Team (LST) has been established to assist teachers in supporting the learning or behaviour of students of concern who are either at risk of not achieving the appropriate learning outcomes or who are unable to behave appropriately in the school environment. 

Teachers can utilise the LST to seek advice and support in meeting the needs of students.

These students may include:

· Students experiencing learning difficulties

· Students displaying challenging behaviour

· Students experiencing social/emotional difficulties

· Students who are identified ‘gifted and talented’

The core group of the LST will consist of the LST coordinator, the Principal, an Assistant Principal, the School Counsellor, the STLA teacher and the ESL teacher. Other teachers may choose to be involved.

The classroom teacher retains responsibility for all student learning programs. The teacher’s initial concerns are to be discussed with their stage supervisor and the student’s parents. Suitable strategies would be implemented and monitored within the regular classroom program. Where there is continued concern a referral needs to be made to the LST. These referral forms can be accessed from the LST drawer in one of the filing cabinets located in the teachers’ study.

The School Counsellor student referral form is only available from the LST coordinator. A teacher can not fill out a school counsellor referral form without a LST referral form being completed first, forwarded to the LST committee and the referral having been discussed at the LST meeting. The principal, however, can refer a student directly to the School Counsellor.

The LST will generally meet fortnightly. The LST coordinator will process the referral forms that have been handed in. These forms should be given to the LST coordinator. The teacher making the referral will be invited to attend the meeting when the student referral will be discussed.

At meetings the team will discuss the student referrals. They will:

· Prioritise student support needs and discuss ways  to support the teacher in the management of the student being discussed

· Determine resource needs i.e. ESL support, school counsellor referral, district support

· Formulate an action plan for specific cases which would include a case manager/contact person, strategies for intervention and the gathering of information for submissions and reviews

· Inform the classroom teacher who initiated the referral of the recommendations made by the LST committee.

· Review the students who have been referred to the LST in term 4 of each year.

Case meetings are scheduled periodically for particular students. These would not normally involve the whole LST – they would most likely include the class teacher, parent, LST coordinator or representative and relevant support staff.

Information about specific on-going cases will be maintained by the LST coordinator in individual student folders in the LST filing cabinet drawer in the teachers’ study and on the LST data base in the Executive file on the T-drive.
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